
 Hello Fellow Rural Carriers

 
There has not been much news lately from the rural world aside from everyone preparing for the 
state and National conventions.
 
I am sure you all know the National Convention will be August 5-8th in Lexington KY.  I have some
ruralinfo cards made up if you would like to help spread the word to other rural carriers about this 
site at the conventions.  You can request some from the link below and I will send them to you
free of charge.
Card requests     
 
I have been thinking a lot lately about the avoidance of the internet by our Association.  I have
tried to get some involvement.  I have even tried to get involvement from the "new blood" running 
against the current officers.  I started an NRLCA Candidates Forum and invited all Candidates to 
participate.  Not one Candidate took me up on that offer.
 
Some say there are only a small percentage of rural carriers online.  That may be true, for now,
but, there is a younger generation coming up through the rural carrier ranks, and they will be
searching for online information.  The internet is not your enemy.  The internet is a tool to use
to communicate with the people whom you represent.  Embrace it, welcome it.. use it to your
advantage.  It is not going away. 
 
DONT FORGET TO VOTE IN THE POLLS>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

How many of you would like to hear a platform from a National officer Candidate?  I know I would. 
Some say maybe they do not feel it is important to embrace the online community since it is 
really only the delegates votes that matter at the convention.    Well, guess what, it is everyday
working rural carriers like those of us online that will send those delegates to vote for them.
 
 
How many would like to hear how your State's Delegate Candidates feel about the issues?  
Ruralinfo's  Delegate Awareness Project strives to have Delegate transparency.  Those of
us doing the voting deserve to know how those of you running for delegate will vote. 
It is our right to know.  We all know what positions you have held, or what committees you
have served on.  We want to know how you feel about the important issues facing our craft 
today.  How will you vote when OM/OV for National Officers comes to the Convention floor?
How do you feel about exploring options of the Rural Craft going to an hourly pay system?
These are the things WE want to KNOW!!!  And these are things we have a RIGHT to know.
So, please when you put an ad in your State's Newspaper give us something to work with.
 
Click that link above and tell Rural Carrier's in your state how you feel about the issues.  
I promise you there are more of us out here online looking for information than anyone realizes.
Don't be scared.  We don't bite...  Join the few brave souls who have already posted their 
information on the Delegate page.  I guarantee they have picked up some votes just for being
brave enough to put their views online.  
 
One last thing on this subject.  We (rural on liners) are not going away.  Our numbers will
only grow each year.  You know the old saying "If you cant beat em, Join em."  You better
get ready to join us because you will NEVER beat us!  We are here to stay!!
 
Now that my rant is out of the way, lets get on with the newsletter. 

http://groups.google.com/group/ruralinfo-delegate-awareness-project
http://ruralrights.googlepages.com/bizcardrequests


1.  Mail Count
I have had a few emails from Rural Carriers that say they never 
received any paperwork or information on their new evaluations
after the 2008 Mail count, and they are not being paid correctly.
  First, let me say, or rather ask... 
Why have you not contacted the union?  The mail count ended
on March 7th, and the new evaluations were supposed to take 
effect on April 26th. If you do not know anything by June, you 
should contact your Steward. I cannot help you. The only person
that can help you is a steward in your area.  If you do not have 
a local steward,call your Assistant State Steward or your 
State Steward.  They are there to help you.  

Here is some news from John Amstfield on the Mail Count and FSS
Committee and some statistics from before and after the mail count.

Mail count issues and the NRLCA Mail Count and FSS task forces 

Step 4 Updates and other NRLCA News     

2. EMA
I am paying $3.83 a gallon and the new is saying gas
will be making a big jump soon.   I ran a gas price poll on 
this site throughout May, and out of 517 people, 67% are
paying between $3.90 and $4.00 a gallon for gas. 
 
In case no one has noticed "IT IS KILLING US" out here!
 
Along with pay cuts we had to take after this fiasco of 
a count, we now are having to pay $4.00 a gallon for gas.
 
On that note, here is an excellent article by John Amtsfield 
on EMA  
 
An Abomination and a Shameful Scandal: 
The EMA Nightmare and the Burden of 
Requirements to Furnish a Vehicle 

The CPI is due to come out next week on June 13th.

Any raise in EMA should be effective on the 2nd full

Pay Period after that.   And I certainly hope it will

be a raise, or there will be some severely ticked off

rural carriers. 

And, we should be getting a 2 cent increase on the EMA

http://www.nrlca.org/state_officers_stewards/stewards/asstStateStewardReport.cfm
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_thread/thread/19b33f1b8dd9c387?hl=en#
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_thread/thread/19b33f1b8dd9c387?hl=en#
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_thread/thread/19b33f1b8dd9c387?hl=en#
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/531b2114668e59cb
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/531b2114668e59cb
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/531b2114668e59cb
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/531b2114668e59cb
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/531b2114668e59cb
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/531b2114668e59cb
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/e29a6449eda5aefb?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/e29a6449eda5aefb?hl=en
http://groups.google.com/group/rlc_onliners_pub/browse_frm/thread/e29a6449eda5aefb?hl=en
http://www.nrlca.org/state_officers_stewards/stewards/stateStewardReport.cfm
http://www.nrlca.org/state_officers_stewards/stewards/stateStewardReport.cfm
http://www.nrlca.org/state_officers_stewards/stewards/stateStewardReport.cfm
http://www.nrlca.org/state_officers_stewards/stewards/asstStateStewardReport.cfm
http://www.nrlca.org/state_officers_stewards/stewards/asstStateStewardReport.cfm


base route in August 2008.  

On the subject of gas prices, it just irks me to no end

to hear the USPS spouting off how much the increase

in gas prices hurts them..  DUH.....  How much do they

think it hurts us??  Give me a break!
 

3.  COLA (Cost of Living)
Our next chance for a COLA is the July 2008

CPI index release which will be on August 14th.

Any raise in COLA will be effective the 2nd full 

pay period after August 14th, 2008.  Hopefully

there will be some type of cost of living help 

for us then.  

CLICK HERE

 

4.  Tort Claims
There is a lot of confusion out in the rural world

concerning the Tort Claims act and what it exactly

covers.  I do not feel qualified to go into the particulars

of it, so I hope one of the National Officers reading this

will oblige us and maybe include an article on this in 

the next National Magazine.  

There are a lot of rural carriers who have had accidents

and their insurance has had to pay for all of the damages

to the other party's personal property.  The way I understand 

it, your insurance policy must have specific language in it for the

USPS to be liable for damages.  

One thing I do know is that the Tort Claims Act does not 

cover damages to  a rural carrier's route vehicle.  It only covers

damages to the other party involved. 

It would be great to have a detailed article on this.  One that answers

http://ruralupdates.blogspot.com/2008/05/misc-deduction-on-pay-check-stub.html
http://ruralupdates.blogspot.com/2008/05/misc-deduction-on-pay-check-stub.html
http://ruralupdates.blogspot.com/2008/05/misc-deduction-on-pay-check-stub.html


questions with some example scenarios.  

Hopefully someone will oblige us and straighten this out

in an article.   

5.   DHL-USPS Agreement

I am sure some of you have heard about this agreement 
between the USPS and DHL.  This is going to dump
approx. 40,000 new packages a day into the USPS network.

This will most certainly add more packages to rural carriers
daily mail volume.  While, it is good business for the USPS, 
and helps the bottom line, this is they type of thing that the 
evaluated system leaves no room for.  

This agreement, along with Carrier Pickups where no time 
credits were received during mail count,  Rural Reach, 
Election mail, etc.  will add to the problems of completing
our routes in the evaluated time.   

Should we just be thankful we get to do all of this stuff for
free?  That is what I have heard from various state officers
and in some newsletters.  

Are we just supposed to look the other way and do all of this
for free in the name of the Postal Service?  

Oh, you mean the same Postal Service that cheated us in the 2002 
mail count, and seems to have done the same in the 2008 mail count.  

Do you mean the same Postal Service that refuses to pay us a fair EMA rate.

Do you mean the same Postal Service that threatens and harasses
us for using the sick leave that we earn?

Do you mean the same Postal Service that would rather have our
routes carried by the lowest bidder?

Do you mean the same Postal Service that threatens and harasses
rural carriers daily?

I could go on and on, but I suppose you get the drift. 

If you haven't had the pleasure to read about the agreement, here
are a couple of links to bring you up to date.

Postal Service Exclusive Carrier of Packages to the Last-Mile for DHL

USPS to make DHL deliveries in more ZIP codes 

 

 6.  CDS Update  

http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/stories/2008/05/26/daily25.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/stories/2008/05/26/daily25.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/stories/2008/05/26/daily25.html
http://www.usps.com/communications/newsroom/2008/pr08_062.htm


CDS routes of still of the utmost importance to rural carriers.  

We need to continue to contact our legislators to support

both House Res. 282 and Bill S. 1457.   

You can find info on these on my contracting page. 

 

 7.  New features on ruralinfo.net  
Ruralinfo is having a Tshirt contest.  Submit a rural

related phrase to be printed on a tshirt.  Only one submission

per person. So make it good.  Visitors to this website will

vote on the best phrase.  The winner will win a tshirt with

their winning phrase printed on it.  Put your thinking caps

on and try to come up with the best one..  You can find the

link to the contest on the HOME page.

Also, there is a new section on ruralinfo.  It is rural route

vehicle reviews.  You can go there and rate your route vehicle

so other carriers can come and look at the ratings.   Check 

it out.    Rural Route Vehicle Reviews

 

8.   National Delegates 
It is probably time to vote for National Delegates in your

state.  We do have some that have dared to become involved

on the net, and have put their views out there for all to see.

Please do not vote by name recognition alone.  Please do all

you can to find out some information on the people you are 

voting for.  This is one of our most important rights in this

Association and we have ignored it for much too long.

Click here

9. PRC holding hearings on Universal Service and

Postal Monopoly

The Postal Regulatory Commission is holding hearings

on the USPS Universal Service Obligation and the USPS

Monopoly.  I have been keeping a close watch on their

http://groups.google.com/group/ruralinfo-delegate-awareness-project
http://groups.google.com/group/ruralinfo-delegate-awareness-project
http://groups.google.com/group/ruralinfo-delegate-awareness-project
http://ruralinforuralridereviews.blogspot.com/
http://ruralinforuralridereviews.blogspot.com/
http://ruralinforuralridereviews.blogspot.com/
http://www.ruralinfo.net/
http://www.ruralinfo.net/
http://www.ruralinfo.net/
http://postaldeliverycontracting.blogspot.com/
http://postaldeliverycontracting.blogspot.com/
http://postaldeliverycontracting.blogspot.com/


activities.  They are taking public comment on it and 

people have come out of the woodwork to supply comments

Of course, the big mailer's Associations are always the

first ones to show up.  Then add in someone 

the Greeting card and Newspaper business along with 

and some Non profit associations.  Every one

has something to say when they hold these things.  

Some don't realize how much of an impact on our jobs these 

kind of organizations have.   They were all heavily involved

in the PAEA, the new postal law.  All of these along with Fed-EX

and UPS never miss a chance to tell Congress how overpaid postal

workers are.  See, they view postal worker's salaries as the road 

block to cheaper mailing costs for their Organizations and they 

use every chance they get to put the blame on us.  

In any event, we should all pay special attention to these hearings.

The PRC will report their finding to Congress which will probably

include their recommendations.  They are looking at things like 

the number of delivery days,  the monopoly we have on access to

customer's mailboxes, etc.  

You can read some of the testimony at the link below:

USO Field Hearing Statements and Transcripts

10.  Editorial

Who Exactly do Union Representatives Represent?
by John Amtsfield

You can find more editorials by John and others on my Editorial Page

And, I welcome Jay to my Editorial page.  I will be featuring some

of his articles in the future.

Seeing both sides of an issue can foster discussion and ideas.  

http://www.ruralinfo.net/editorials.html
http://www.ruralinfo.net/editorials.html
http://www.ruralinfo.net/editorials.html
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=dfb8g5q4_253dnb5sfft
http://www.prc.gov/prc-pages/dockets-search/searchresults.aspx?SearchType=FieldHearing&DocketNo=PI2008-3


All opinions on all sides of the issues should be freely distributed and discussed.  

I encourage you to feel free to join the discussion!

If you would like to respond to any of the editorials on my page, please contact me.

 

 

http://www.ruralinfo.net/contact.html
http://www.ruralinfo.net/contact.html
http://www.ruralinfo.net/contact.html
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